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 Associated Students 
gives outs two awards for outstand-
ing SJSU students: one for recogni-
tion of classwork and one for service 
to the community.
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Harmful 
eﬀ ects 
linked 
to bottles
Using plastic bottles, or plastic containers, to hold bev-
erages or food can actually be harmful to your health, ac-
cording to a 2006 article on thegreenguide.com.
Scientists from the University of Cincinnati, as well 
as other colleges, are fi nding that the chemical bisphenol-
A, or BPA, can be found in many plastic bottles and can 
be harmful, no matter how much or how little the body 
ingests.
Edward Mamary, an associate professor in the health 
science department at SJSU, said that BPA is a chemical 
people should be aware of.
“Bisphenol-A is considered an endocrine disrupter,” 
Mamary wrote in an e-mail. “It is a substance that disrupts 
normal endocrine function and may cause adverse health out-
comes, which have been demonstrated in animal studies.”
The endocrine system “is a collection of glands that pro-
duce hormones that regulate your body’s growth, metabo-
lism and sexual development and function,” according to 
the American Medical Association’s Web site.
“Exposure to BPA can occur by ingesting contaminated 
foods and beverages that have contacted epoxy resins or 
polycarbonate plastics, which is used to make No. 7 (mixed 
resins) water bottles,” Mamary wrote.
Plastics are not all made out of the same material and are 
designated into seven different categories (see sidebar). 
Lori Estrada, assistant manager at the Market Cafe, said 
SJSU sells many beverages in plastic bottles from Cisco 
Systems Inc. and PepsiCo Inc.
“We sell really fast,” Estrada said. “We get shipments 
from Cisco every Monday and Thursday. Pepsi comes in 
every Monday and Wednesday.”
Estrada said that Cisco ships Fiji, Vitamin Water and V8 
products to the Market Cafe. Pepsi sells Aquafi na, Dole, 
Gatorade, and sodas like Mountain Dew and Sierra Mist.
At the Market Cafe, stock in these items does not exceed 
a count of 100 and the products are kept in a cool storage 
room. Estrada says they get shipments weekly so that items 
do not pass their expiration dates.
Heather Oranje, a senior majoring in biochemistry, said 
she throws away one-time-use plastic bottles, such as those 
sold at the Market Cafe, after using them. 
“I haven’t heard much about chemicals leaching from 
plastic water bottles into water,” Oranje said. “I buy water 
in plastic bottles mainly because it is convenient.” 
Studies have shown that city tap water can be safer than 
bottled water, Mamary wrote. He suggested SJSU students 
A.S. may extend award 
application deadline
Recounting the days of his life
In his softly lit bedroom, former 
SJSU photojournalism professor Joe 
Swan looked down at the nonexistent 
bump in the bedsheet where his legs 
should be.
“I’m pretty well bedridden,” Swan 
said in his slow Texas twang. “If I keep 
getting healthier — if you can use that 
term for somebody fatally ill — I might 
try to convert to a wheelchair.”
Within the last year, Swan, 78, has 
had both legs amputated and has been 
on dialysis, a process of fi ltration used 
when the kidneys stop working, because 
of complications from diabetes.
He stopped dialysis almost one 
month ago.
According to the Kidney End-of-
Life Coalition, most patients who 
stop dialysis die within eight to 12 
days, although some do live weeks or 
months.
“‘Brave’ just comes to mind when 
you’re doing something that will prob-
ably actually take your life,” said Deb-
bie Gorman, Swan’s daughter.
Gorman said it was hard for her fam-
ily to accept her father’s decision to stop 
dialysis, but they understood his need to 
“come home.”
“I just try to look at what’s ahead as 
maybe an adventure,” Swan said, “but I 
wish I had my feet back.”
***
As a soldier, when Swan went to 
Korea during that Forgotten War with 
his newly acquired 35 mm camera, he 
should have gotten some great shots.
According to Swan, the camera 
didn’t have a light meter, so he couldn’t 
get anything exposed properly because 
he didn’t understand the technical 
side of photography well enough to 
fi gure it out. And he couldn’t get any 
technical help because no one spoke 
English.
“Here was my chance to shoot the 
Korean War,” Swan said, “and I had 
a good camera to do it — a Canon 
— but I didn’t shoot very many good 
pictures.”
He later traded the 35 mm for a 
Speed Graphic, a 
camera which he 
said everyone in the 
business was using 
then.
“You just shot 
everything at f-16 
with a fl ash, and you 
didn’t have to worry 
about anything else,” 
he said.
Swan grew up in 
Texas and became a 
pilot when he was a 
teenager.
“I was the youngest guy to solo an 
airplane in my home county,” Swan 
said. “’I didn’t even know how to drive 
a car, but I learned how to fl y.”
According to Swan, he didn’t learn 
how to drive until he was working for 
an Army newspaper and had to take 
news releases to Portland, Ore. in an 
Army Jeep.
The vehicle had a stick shift, but 
Swan said he made it all 
the way to Portland in 
second gear.
“They had me drive a 
tank once,” he said. “I’m 
glad I never had to do that 
again.”
Swan joined the 
Army after two years of 
college at Howard Payne 
University to get into 
a journalism program 
where he worked for 
army newspapers at dif-
ferent bases.
After almost four years of military 
service, Swan went back to Howard 
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
Joe Swan was interviewed from a hospital bed in his San Jose home shortly after he chose to stop dialysis.
ANDREW VILLA  / SPARTAN DAILY
Former Professor Joe Swan still sees it all through the same lens
See SWAN, Page 4
Eclipse 
should show 
if clouds 
break
See WATER, Page 4
The deadline to nominate stu-
dents for the Associated Students 
55 award is today, but it could be 
extended for an additional week to 
allow more applicants to get ap-
plications in, A.S. board members 
said.
Every year since 1994, A.S., 
SJSU’s student government, has 
recognized students nominated for 
community service both on and off 
campus. Last year, though, award 
nominations fell well short of ex-
pectations, said A.S. Vice President 
Jessica Hernandez. 
“Last year, we didn’t have 55 re-
cipients and we are still not sure if 
we will have 55 this year,” she said. 
“We are a school of 30,000 people, 
I’m sure there are at least 55 people 
who have done an extraordinary 
job in the SJSU community.”
Administrative Assistant Christy 
Riggins said that today’s deadline 
is a soft one for applications, with 
the possibility of an extra week al-
lowed to submit nominations, and 
that applications have been trick-
ling in. Riggins also said that an 
extension would be contingent on 
the number of applications already 
received.
Hernandez said she would like 
to bring more activity back to the 
ceremony and to the nomination 
process given the lull last year in 
applications.
“In the years prior, it was more 
like a competition, and I would like 
to bring that back,” she said, also 
mentioning that she and former 
directors made presentations to 
Greek councils and in classrooms 
in past years to encourage partici-
pation.
The committee that selects the 
award recipients is composed of 
both students and faculty, said 
Clifton Gold, marketing and events 
coordinator. 
The plans this year for the se-
lection committee include outreach 
to different departments and to 
students, Riggins said, which will 
contrast with past years.
By JOHN HORNBERG
Staff  Writer
See A.S., Page 4
By HEIDI ROMSWINCKEL-GUISE
Staff  Writer
A full lunar eclipse will be visible 
tonight from 7 to 9 p.m., according to 
NASA’s Web site.
A lunar eclipse occurs when the 
moon passes into Earth’s shadow, which 
blocks the sun’s light on the moon.
SJSU astronomy professor Mi-
chael Kaufman said a lunar eclipse 
happens a couple of times per year.
The eclipses do not completely 
darken the moon, he said, because 
some of the scattered sunlight strik-
ing Earth’s upper atmosphere illu-
minates the moon, causing its pale, 
reddish color.
“If it’s clear, it will be a nice ar-
rangement,” Kaufman said.
Slightly to the west of the eclipse 
is the star Regulus in the constella-
tion Leo, and to the east is the planet 
Saturn, he said, both of which will be 
very bright.
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
The National Weather Service fore-
casts light rain for Wednesday evening.
“It looks like the weather’s going 
to be bad (Wednesday),” said Mon-
ika Kress, professor of astronomy 
at SJSU. “Normally I would try to 
schedule for people to come and ob-
serve the night with.”
No equipment is needed, she said, 
but binoculars are recommended for 
a closer view.
Kress added that it’s nice that the 
eclipse is happening at 7 p.m. because 
it’s more convenient to take students 
out than when it occurs at 3 a.m.
A lunar eclipse is different from 
a solar eclipse, Kaufman said, dur-
ing which the moon lines up between 
the sun and Earth casting its shadow 
onto a very small geographic portion 
of the planet.
NASA’s Web site said lunar eclipses 
are safe to watch, unlike solar eclipses.
NASA’s Web site also said to-
night’s eclipse can be seen by people 
in Europe, Africa, the Americas and 
the Central Pacifi c.
For more information about lunar 
eclipses, visit http://sunearth.gsfc.
nasa.gov/eclipse/.
“
”
I just try to look at 
what’s ahead as 
maybe an adventure.
JOE SWAN
Former SJSU 
photojournalism professor
“Last year, we didn’t get a lot 
of faculty and staff to help us,” she 
said. “So some of the board mem-
bers ended up stepping in.”
Overall, the committee is look-
ing for exemplary students who 
contribute to the campus and sur-
rounding community, Gold said.
“They are looking for students 
that go above and beyond just go-
ing to class,” he said.
A.S. gives away two awards as 
part of the awards ceremony, Gold 
said. The fi rst is the A.S. 55 award, 
which recognizes a student’s work 
in the campus community or other 
service. 
The theme for the award rotates 
Sports
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Women’s tennis match cancelled, SPORTS returns Thursday.
I am the ticket 
to the good life. 
See OPINION inside. 
Tour de California swerves 
through downtown S.J. 
today at 1:30 p.m. 
See coverage TOMORROW. 
RAINED OUT
 Classifi eds
EMPLOYMENT
SWIM COACH AND 
LIFEGUARDS
Forest Park Cabana Club is 
looking for 2 swim coaches for 
our summer swim team coach-
ing kids ages 4-18. Mid-April 
through July. Previous coach-
ing experience and working 
with children a must. Also hir-
ing summer Lifeguards. Call 
Renee at (408)296-2065.
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wen-
dy@(408) 733-9331 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C li-
cense
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-
593-9612 for an interview. 
ARE YOU READY TO CUT 
THROUGH THE CROWD? To 
stand out? To show the “real 
world” what you’re made of? 
*****************************  
  An Internship with VECTOR 
can offer you REAL pay, fl ex-
ibility, and opportunities for 
advancement. No cubicle, 
no copy machine. Just the 
chance to earn professional 
experience in a rewarding en-
vironment that offers you the 
fl exibility you need and the res-
posnsibilty you deserve.   
 Watch for us on-campus 
throughout the semester, or 
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We 
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
       DAYCARE  
TEACHERS AND 
AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, 
swim instructors & aquatic spe-
cialists for heated, indoor pool 
in San Jose (Bascom & Moor-
park). Flexible hours/ days 
available, Mon-Sat. Must have 
current: lifeguard certifi cate 
and CPR/ First Aid with Title 
22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858. 
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call 
Tiago for more info, (408)295-
0228 
DOCTOR’S OFFICE Part Time 
B/ L Spanish, Front and Back 
offi ce $13/ hr (408)923-0309 
RECEPTIONIST P/T $15/
HR Do you have exc. phone 
etiquette, prof. appearance, 
reliable, multi-tasker, and de-
pendable? Well, you’re just 
the person we need for this 
position! Email avail. days and 
hours (based on a 9-5 day) to 
receptionistdds@gmail.com 
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be 
set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 
2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm  STUDENT ID 
REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency 
discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses 
for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate 
all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
    
    Need a Roommate?
    Need a Job?
    Need a Roommate
    with a Job?
   Spartan Daily 
      Classifi eds
 
2
WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 20,  2008
StudentCulture
thespartandaily.com
Zombie fi lm documents horror
Returning to his roots with a 
low-budget horror fi lm, George A. 
Romero produces a classic in his 
fi fth zombie movie, “Diary of the 
Dead.”
As with other Romero fi lms, such 
as “Night of the Living Dead” and 
“Dawn of the Dead,” the zombies 
take a backseat to whatever societal 
evil he has decided to skewer. 
This time he looks at the Internet 
generation and its need to document 
and share everything. 
The movie looks at how there’s 
always someone around with a 
camera or a cell phone ready to post 
anything and everything on YouTube 
or MySpace.
But is the information accurate? 
And how do you know who to 
trust?
The movie starts off with 
a narrative explaining why a 
documentary movie titled “The 
Death of Death,” was made. Then 
it cuts to news footage of the fi rst 
encounters with the walking dead.
Set on the East 
Coast, “Diary of 
the Dead” is a 
documentary-
style fi lm, 
following a 
group of college 
students who try 
to make their way home after the 
dead start waking up.
What is interesting is how, as 
the movie progresses, Jason, who 
carried the camera during the 
movie, becomes consumed with 
documenting the events instead of 
comforting his girlfriend and saving 
his friends.
Although I’m not a fan of the 
shaky camera effect, it wasn’t as 
painful to watch as some other recent 
movies, such as “Cloverfi eld.”
My favorite character was the 
drunken British professor, played by 
Scott Wentworth, and I wished he 
had been on screen more often. His 
joy at fi nding a fi rst 
edition of a “Tale 
of Two Cities” 
while zombies are 
roaming around 
outside is great.
There is also a 
bit of humor in the 
fi lm that I wasn’t expecting. A deaf, 
Amish farmer has the most creative 
kill scene I have seen in a while, but 
you will have to see the movie for 
details.
Not surprising, as with other 
Romero fi lms, Debra, played by 
Michelle Morgan, the female lead, 
was a strong character that wasn’t a 
whiner, but Jason, played by Joshua 
Close, was annoying.
I thought the narrative by Debra 
during parts of the movie, wasn’t 
necessary; it was used too much. 
I think the viewer would have 
understood what the movie was trying 
to say without the commentary. 
There were a few plot holes in the 
movie that were never addressed. 
I wondered, for instance, where 
one of the college students got a gun, 
or who owned the RV in which they 
traveled.
There is gore and some jump-
inducing parts, but they don’t 
overwhelm the fi lm. 
Some sections of the movie were 
rather slow and could have been 
either cut or sped up. There are 
many scenes in the RV that aren’t 
needed, and a good 15 minutes could 
probably have been shaved from the 
95 minute run time.
Overall, this was a great movie, 
and if you’re a fan of Romero’s early 
work, you’ll probably enjoy this 
latest installment.
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff  Writer
Diary of the Dead
Directed by George A. Romero
Review
Movie
CORRECTION
In a Feb. 19 article titled, “Team takes a swing at 
improv in SJ’s ‘Comedy Sportz,’” it was reported that 
Comedy Sportz shows are shown on most Fridays at 
7 p.m. and Saturdays at 7 and 9 p.m. ComedySportz, 
spelled as one word, has shows every Friday at 9 p.m., 
in addition to its Saturday showtimes. 
Looking for Sparta Guide?
Visit thespartandaily.com
to fi nd out about the latest events
Indoctrination is a process that those who 
were raised in this country began experienc-
ing when learning the Pledge of Allegiance in 
kindergarten.
It is the process of learning and accepting 
fundamental principles, theories and points of 
view to the point that they become like a doc-
trine for how to live.
By reciting the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
beginning of every day of school, we teach 
ourselves that the content of that pledge is right 
and good.
Growing up in this country is full of all kinds 
of indoctrinations.
We learn that drugs are bad and cops are cool 
through the D.A.R.E. program.
We learn that George Washington was heroic 
and that Christopher Columbus was courageous.
And we learned countless other ideas from 
our family members, friends, teachers, televi-
sion, movies and books.
So, like it or not, we’ve all grown up in little 
bubbles that defi ned a signifi cant portion of who 
we are today, and it was completely out of our 
control.
Once indoctrinated, it is our work as think-
ers to question the validity of the values and 
opinions we learned, and accept or reject such 
things.
I’m sure you are all on your own paths to free 
thought, deciding which of your indoctrinated 
beliefs belong in your wondrous brains and 
which ones don’t.
But here’s one we often look past.
We are indoctrinated into the idea that one’s 
life has meaning if one makes money, that as 
long as you get up and work so that you can 
have a home, pay the bills and support your 
family, you will live a full and complete life.
Charles Barkley, former professional bas-
ketball player, compiled a book titled “Who’s 
Afraid of a Large Black Man?” which features 
interviews he conducted with prominent people 
of varying ethnic backgrounds with insight into 
racism in America. His interview with Steven 
Leder, a Jewish rabbi, compared racial inequal-
ity and economic inequality, and Leder said that 
we in the American culture somehow believe 
that economic worth and self worth are related.
“We know that a person’s true worth has 
nothing to do with how much or how little mon-
ey he or she has,” Leder said. “But we can’t help 
ourselves because that’s our culture. And that’s 
twisted.”
He is completely right. That is our culture, 
and that is twisted.
Even as far back as the third grade, the threat 
of being poor was used to keep us in line.
And it was used to keep us in line for nine 
more years until the end of high school, and 
then after that, it was used to promote college 
educations, and in some cases, grad school, law 
school, med school.
And many who drop out of high school or 
don’t go to college are deemed “losers,” as 
if there is no chance in life for someone who 
doesn’t go through the almighty educational 
system.
How often does the question, “Why aren’t 
you doing anything with your life?” really 
mean, “Why don’t you have a job?” or “Why 
aren’t you in school?”
Almost always — that’s how often.
The pursuit of money is an excuse to not an-
swer the question, and that’s the problem. The 
pursuit of money detracts our attention from 
larger questions about the meanings of our lives.
Like an athlete playing in a game or a musi-
cian immersed in a song, we forget everything 
going on in our lives and in the world while we 
focus on our current goal.
But the pursuit of money is a different beast 
than a game or a song. The pursuit of money 
lasts the better part of a lifetime. And after all 
that work that we go through to ensure a com-
fortable living for ourselves and our families, 
what time do we have to comfortably live? 
You don’t generally hear people say, “My 
70s was the best time of my life.”
I’ve got good news and bad news, and they’re 
both the same: When the future comes around, 
it’s just going to be the present.
We forget this and sacrifi ce the present for 
the future.
I came to college with the intention of mak-
ing money just as so many of you have. I wit-
nessed the struggles, both monetary and mental, 
of those who went straight into work out of high 
school.
But since I’ve been in college, I realized that 
college does not just help us get high-paying 
jobs; it helps us get good jobs. What that means 
to all of us certainly varies, but I hope it doesn’t 
just mean a big paycheck.
To those who will be making big bucks in 
the coming years, remember there’s more to 
life. And to those will be barely scraping by, 
remember there’s more to life.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
Where the book ends, 
the movie begins
NIU: Questions persist
“Beginnings of Marathons” appears every 
Wednesday. David Zugnoni is the Spartan Daily 
opinion editor.
DAVID ZUGNONI
Beginnings of Marathons
Let’s talk about indoctrination
After the school shooting at 
Northern Illinois University on 
Valentine’s Day last week, I still 
can’t put a fi nger on what had 
happened.
Steven Kazmierczak, who shot 
and killed fi ve students and himself 
in a lecture hall that day, for the 
most part, was not seen as a threat 
to anyone. 
Kazmierczak, who graduated 
from NIU last year and was enrolled 
as a graduate student of University 
of Illinois in Champaign, was not 
described as a harm while attend-
ing the university. He was seen as a 
normal guy. He was a good student 
who looked like he was on a path 
to a great life.
But sadly, his life took a detour.
Unlike Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold of the Columbine High 
School shooting in 1999 and 
Seung-Hui Cho of the Virginia Tech 
University shooting last spring, 
Kazmierczak’s attack on the school 
still doesn’t make sense.
He didn’t scare classmates. He 
wasn’t a threat at home. He was just 
a regular guy who no one would 
expect to want to hurt people in 
such a manner.
So why did this happen? We 
don’t know.
We’re still mourning the deaths 
of young lives lost on that day. 
We’re still praying for recovery 
of those who were injured. We’re 
being sensitive and compassionate 
towards the friends and families of 
the victims. 
But also, we need to consider 
what Kazmierczak might have 
been going through. 
It doesn’t make sense. A young 
man with no criminal record and 
without any reason to fi re bullets 
in the lecture hall was behind all 
of this. He must have been lost, 
somehow not knowing why he did 
all that.
How did he get involved in this?
This incident reminded me of 
former WWE wrestler Chris Benoit. 
Last June, Benoit murdered both 
his wife and son before commit-
ting suicide in his home. All of this 
came as a shock to many because 
Benoit’s actions were out of char-
acter. The wrestler loved his wife 
and his son dearly, and his actions 
made no sense.
Some cite Benoit’s actions as 
a result of “‘roid rage,” although 
reports have stated that he was 
suffering from brain damage from 
wrestling.
Kazmierczak had been on med-
ication to calm his past psychiat-
ric issues, but nothing in his past 
would have indicated he would be 
able to hurt other people.
During an interview with CNN, 
Kazmierczak’s girlfriend reiterated 
how she did not understand how 
her boyfriend was capable of such 
violence. None of it made sense 
to her.
“He was a victim too,” she said. 
She said he just wasn’t the kind 
of person to even think of such a 
thing.
As investigators continue to look 
into Kazmierczak’s life, searching 
for clues, it’s going to be diffi cult 
for the public to accept him as any-
thing less than a monster. When a 
mild-mannered individual comes 
out of the blue and starts injur-
ing people, that’s when we begn 
to lose faith in the goodness of 
people. 
Can he be forgiven for what he 
did?
Some of us just can’t forgive 
him. Not just yet. Not until all the 
clues from the investigation be-
come public. Not until it makes 
sense.
But it may never make sense. 
Something must have happened 
to him that caused him to change. 
Something must have been bother-
ing him that day. Something was 
not right.
But we may never know what 
was going on in his head.
All we can know was that a man 
ended up killing innocent people. 
That man had infl icted terrible pain. 
That man just didn’t have mercy.
That description doesn’t match 
the characteristics of Kazmierczak. 
Those are the attributes of Charles 
Manson, Jeffrey Dahmer or Ted 
Kaczynski. 
Somehow, Kazmierczak got 
thrown into this mess. There was 
no reason for him to be there with 
guns. He didn’t belong there. 
But he was there and that’s what 
he did. And we don’t understand 
why he was there. I don’t think we 
ever will. 
By SAMUEL LAM
Senior Staff  Writer
Adaptation, according to my table-
side friend Webster, is something 
produced by adapting. 
Really? You don’t say.  
Don’t you just love those kinds of 
dictionary defi nitions?
On the same page, there is a defi -
nition for adapt: to make suitable to 
requirements or conditions. In other 
words, it means to adjust or modify 
something to fi t a situation.  
The word adapt conjures up im-
ages of days spent in grade school, 
learning that organisms such as ani-
mals adapt to their environments by 
undergoing behavioral or physical 
changes to survive. 
Speaking of those school days, 
remember having to read a book and 
then watch the fi lm version after-
wards? Maybe you started out with 
something such as “Island of the Blue 
Dolphins,” and when you became 
older, you moved on to “To Kill a 
Mockingbird.”  
Animal-related references aside, 
a story undergoes its own adaptation 
during its journey from the bookshelf 
to the silver screen. 
The Academy Awards on Sunday 
will honor some of those journeys. 
Three of the fi ve nominees for best 
motion picture of the year — “Atone-
ment,” “No Country for Old Men” 
and “There Will Be Blood” — were 
adapted from novels. In fact, these 
same fi lms are also nominated for best 
adapted screenplay, a separate category 
from best original screenplay. 
Unlike what happens in nature, 
these kinds of adaptations are not 
quite life-or-death situations, but if 
you check out Internet forums as peo-
ple eagerly or nervously wait for the 
cinematic incarnation of the source of 
their fandom, you might think some-
one’s soul is out on a limb. 
Over the weekend, I fi nally saw 
“Atonement.” Part of the reason that 
I wanted to see this fi lm was because 
some of the people involved with it, 
such as director Joe Wright, composer 
Dario Marianelli and even actresses 
Keira Knightley and Brenda Blethyn, 
were also part of one of my favorite 
fi lms, the 2005 version of “Pride & 
Prejudice” — yes, yet another adap-
tation.  
When “Pride & Prejudice” fi rst 
came out in theaters, it received dif-
ferent reactions from viewers. Just 
visit Web sites such as Internet Movie 
Database to check out responses. One 
sour spot for some people is that parts 
of the story were taken out, reducing 
it to just over two hours. Compare that 
to its popular television miniseries 
version from a decade ago, which is 
more than double that length of time.   
If it’s not aspects of the plot that are 
trimmed — or hacked off, depending 
on your opinion — that bother people, 
then there are additional scenes added 
to adaptations that were not in the 
book. That happened to both of those 
versions of Jane Austen’s novel; it’s 
not an unusual practice for adapta-
tions in general. 
Then there are other issues, such as 
the actors and actresses involved with 
the project. Sometimes the so-called 
problems can be superfi cial, such as 
whether an actor’s hair color match-
es the character’s description. Other 
times the issues can run deeper than 
that and are more historical and seri-
ous in nature. 
For instance, there were com-
plaints that Chinese actresses were 
used to portray Japanese Geishas in 
the 2005 fi lm adaptation of Arthur 
Golden’s novel, “Memoirs of a Gei-
sha.” According to BBC NEWS, 
China banned the movie from being 
shown within its borders because 
of Japan’s treatment of the Chinese 
during its occupation of the country 
leading up to World War II. 
Webster spouts another defi nition 
for the word “adapt” that would be 
applicable to the fans themselves: to 
adjust oneself to different conditions, 
environment, etc.
It is easy to become attached to 
your vision of an author’s work, but 
there it is: it’s the author’s work. When 
different people read a book, they’re 
putting their own spin on someone’s 
idea, imagining how the characters 
look, sound and behave. It would be 
impossible to capture everyone’s vi-
sion in a movie, so the general public 
needs to keep that in mind and adapt. 
Films can portray those stories 
visually and audibly, but it’s again 
another person’s vision. The person 
adapting the fi lm acts as an interpreter 
between the language of prose and 
the language of visual images — and 
something is bound to get lost in trans-
lation. Lines and lines of a character’s 
internal monologue have to come 
across by facial expressions, move-
ment and tone. Sometimes changes 
need to be for time restraints or to get 
a certain message across to viewers. 
But as long as the fi lm captures the 
spirit of the original work, then it’s 
fi ne. 
Books and fi lms are different 
forms of media and can be treated as 
separate entities that can complement 
each other. 
If I want to experience a word-for-
word rendition of the storyline, then I 
might as well turn off the DVD player 
and read the book.
“The Kyo Protocol” appears every 
Wednesday. Sarah Kyo is a Spartan 
Daily student culture editor.
SARAH KYO
The Kyo Protocol
It is easy to become 
attached to your vision
of an author’s work,
but there it is:
it’s the author’s work.
We need to consider what 
Kazmierczak might have 
been going through.
Even as far back as the third 
grade, the threat of being poor 
was used to keep us in line.
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Payne where he majored and graduated in Eng-
lish and met his future wife, Laura.
He and his wife moved to San Jose, and he 
was hired at SJSU in 1962.
***
“When Dwight Bentel was looking for 
someone to replace the photojournalism guy he 
had just fi red,” Swan said, “he contacted me.”
Bentel had him teach reporting and editing, 
photojournalism, advise the yearbook staff and, 
later, advise the Spartan Daily staff.
“He really loaded me down,” Swan said.
Though it was Bentel who taught the univer-
sity’s fi rst course in press photography in 1949, 
Swan was given credit for starting the photojour-
nalism program at its 40th anniversary reunion.
“I just had to show up,” Swan said. “That’s 
what gave people the impression that I started 
the program, but I didn’t.”
He said his students were always amazed at 
how fast he could type.
“With the Texas drawl, people think he’s as 
slow-thinking as he is slow-talking.” Jim Noah 
said, Swan’s best friend and SJSU professor 
emeritus of public relations.
When Swan was in college in Texas,  how-
ever, he changed his major to business.
“(My students) didn’t know I had to type 70 
words per minute to pass the course,” he said, 
laughing.
In 1970, one of Swan’s graduates, Steve 
Starr, won the Pulitzer Prize for news photog-
raphy at the age of 25, and in 1973 another stu-
dent, Preston Fox, was a cinematographer for 
the Oscar-winning documentary “The Great 
American Cowboy.”
“Those two things were very important to 
me when it came time for my promotion to full 
professor,” Swan said.
Clyde Lawrence, a professor of advertising 
at SJSU, started working with Swan when he 
came to the university in 1967.
“He always had a smile and always had a 
funny story, usually involving Texas,” Law-
rence said.
Swan often told tales of his mortician-friend 
who happened to be named Groner Pitts.
Lawrence never believed him until Swan 
brought a newspaper article from Texas to 
prove it.
***
“There was nothing he wouldn’t do to fur-
ther the program so that his students got the 
best possible,” Lawrence said.
After Starr, two more of Swan’s former 
students — Doug Parker and Kim Komenich 
— went on to win Pulitzers.
Starr, who covered the Vietnam War for the 
Associated Press and wrote for Newsweek, re-
called Swan as a soft-spoken Texan with horn-
rimmed glasses.
“Joe gave me that foundation to do all that,” 
Starr said, “and I thank him for it.” 
Gary Fong, a former Swan student, said 
Swan’s unconventional teaching methods made 
his teaching that much more effective.
On one occasion when Fong was still attend-
ing SJSU and living in the dorms, Swan tele-
phoned him at 7 a.m. because he was sick, and 
wanted Fong to teach two of his classes that day.
Later, Fong wondered why Swan had asked 
him — Joe simply responded, “Because I knew 
you could do it.”
Parker, whose team at the Times-Picayune 
received the Pulitzer for Public Service in 1997 
for its series about the world’s fi sheries, and 
again in 2006 for its coverage of Hurricane 
Katrina’s destruction, credits his smooth tran-
sition into his fi rst real job to Swan.
“He always was up to speed on what was 
happening in the profession,” Parker said. “He 
always seemed to have his thumb on the pulse 
of the photojournalism community.”
According to Parker, Swan knew everybody 
in the Bay Area and tapped them to enrich his 
students’ education.
“I’ll forever be in his debt,” Parker said. 
“I’ll never forget what he did for me.”
His decision to stop dialysis has brought 
many friends like Parker, fans and former stu-
dents and colleagues out of the woodwork.
“Since I’ve been ill, I’ve heard from more of 
my grads than when I was retiring,” Swan joked.
Gorman said people her father hasn’t seen 
in 30 years sent cards and fruit baskets, tele-
phoned and visited — all testaments to his im-
pact on everyone with whom he’s come into 
contact.
“I’m not so certain I would have had the 
courage to do that,” Noah said, referring to 
Swan’s decision. “You don’t want to lose some-
body who’s so close to you. I’m really going to 
miss him.”
SWAN Student says, ‘I’ll forever be in his debt’
should choose not to use plastic bottles like the 
ones sold on campus for a few reasons.
“Polyethylene terephthalate No. 1 water 
bottles are intended for one-time-use only,” 
Mamary wrote. “I am aware of one U.S. study 
that indicated that antimony, which is a contam-
inant that is associated with acute and chronic 
health effects, can leach out in small quantities 
from the plastic, especially when the bottles are 
stored at a high temperature.
“My recommendation to students is to not 
use one-time plastic bottles because they are not 
environmentally friendly,” Mamary wrote. 
Plastic bottles that are promoted for more 
than one-time usage, such as Nalgene, have been 
raising concerns for scientists since they are 
made with mixed resins (see sidebar). Simply 
washing these bottles with soap and water does 
not guarantee the cleanliness people expect.
“The reason for this is bacterial exposure,” 
Mamary wrote. “While soap and water are good 
for cleaning bottles, they do not sanitize them.”
Professor Mamary suggested that students 
should try to veer away from using plastic bottles.
“I am a runner, and I use a metal reusable wa-
ter bottle,” he wrote.
WATER Plastic 
bottles intended 
for one-time use
ANDREW VILLA / SPARTAN DAILY
Above: Among 
his other duties, 
Joe Swan also 
advised the 
university 
yearbook.
Right:  An old 
photo of Swan 
and his family.
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each year, Riggins said, with this 
year’s award being “Celebrating the 
Stars of San Jose State.”
Requirements to be eligible for 
recognition, according to the A.S. 
Web site, include being a matricu-
lated student, not on any type of 
probation, completed at least one 
full semester, and to be nominated 
by someone.
There is no scholarship attached 
to the A.S. 55 awards, Hernandez 
said.
The organization will also be 
awarding the St. S. Saffold Schol-
arships, which is determined by 
the Financial Aid Offi ce, with the 
money provided by A.S., Gold said. 
The scholarships, though, are given 
based on similar criteria to the A.S. 
55 awards, Jessica Hernandez said.
Gold also said that it requires a 
scholarship application to the Fi-
nancial Aid Offi ce to qualify for the 
Saffold scholarship.
The awards ceremony will be on 
April 24 at 5:30 p.m. in the Barrett 
Ballroom, in the Student Union. 
A.S. No scholarships given with award
Continued from Page 1
PLASTIC MADE PERFECT
There are seven different types of plastic, known by 
a number and an initialism
• No. 1 PET soda bottles, some beer, 
liquor bottles;
• No. 2 HDPE milk and water jugs;
• No. 3 V clear food packaging;
• No. 4 LDPE bags for bread, frozen 
food and grocery bags;
• No. 5 PP yogurt, margarine, like-
food containers;
• No. 6 PS eating utensils, take-out 
food containers, Styrofoam coffee 
cups, egg cartons;
• No. 7 OTHER lids/containers made 
from mixed resins.
* SOURCE: SJSU Professor Edward Mamary
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